STITCHING OUR PAST TO OUR FUTURE

amherstquiltersguild.org
March 18th mee ng will be a round table discussion of some typical issues in
quil ng. Your knowledge and experience is all that is required.

March Letter from the President:
It was so wonderful to see your faces (no Masks!) at our Zoom meeting in
February! We had 32 members attending and it was sort of smooth. We
are learning as we go!
In March, we will have an in-person meeting. Unless things change, we
will be limited to 25 members in attendance. You will need to call or email
Joanne Greco (jsgreco4@msn.com) to reserve your spot. Our early bird
will be “Using Zoom” with JoAnn Castiglia - assuming we can set it up.
We will record it for YouTube. We will also record the meeting and Show
and Share.
We hope to set up a Zoom meeting simultaneously. If you can not attend
the meeting you can watch on Zoom.
We are so 21st century!
Other News:
MaryAnn Krafft, our 2022 Quilt Show Chairperson, is looking for
ideas for the name of the show. You can email suggestions to her.
We are on Month 3 of the Block of the Month.This month’s block is
leaves. Remember, when you finish all your blocks, you will get a
spectacular label!
How is you challenge coming along? If you are stuck, either bring it
to the meeting, or contact me for help. You could also, talk it over
with friends. Sometimes a new eye sees better.
I think things are looking up. In a few months, we will, hopefully, be
vaccinated and able to attend real events and meetings. Meanwhile, wear
your mask and stay safe!

Board Minutes - Feb 2, 2021
The following members participated via Zoom: Betty Lerner, JoAnne
Castiglia, Rebecca Ribis, JoAnne Greco, Sharon Millitello and Mary
Carroll
The meeting opened with a discussion on the possible venues for guild
meetings which would comply with the social restrictions during the
current pandemic. We want all members to be involved with the guild so
the next general meeting at 7 pm on February 18 will be held via Zoom.
JoAnne Castiglia will set up the meeting and send out an email to the
members so have the link to join in the discussion.
The treasurer’s report was accepted by the board members. JoAnne Greco
will be sending out an email to members to remind them to pay their
dues.
The 2022 quilt show is being scheduled with the museum and we have
confirmed April 29 through May 1, 2022 as the show dates. Mary Ann
Krafft has agreed to be chairperson but she needs a volunteer to be cochair for the event.
Betty Lerner is continuing to post videos on You Tube. The general
meetings have been recorded and can be viewed by visiting our website
which is “Amherst Quilters Guild.” This website which includes access to
our blog and Facebook contains interesting pictures and articles on
quilting.
A discussion followed on possible programs at our meetings. All of
Rebecca’s ideas and our traditions (birthday party, Quilt Bucks auction)
are on hold. As of this month our sub-groups are allowed to use the
Ballroom at the museum two days a month from 10 am to 2 pm. The
specific dates for each month have been published in the newsletter.
The next board meeting is scheduled for March 2 at 2 pm via Zoom.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Carroll, secretary

Guild Meeting Minutes via Zoom - Feb 18, 2021
Betty Lerner opened the meeting at 7 pm with a welcome for the
members joining the meeting via Zoom.
Betty is encouraging all members to share pictures of their work done
during the pandemic. Betty will accept pictures sent via email, mail or text
and she will post them on our website and on FaceBook. She has recently
posted an excellent video on our FaceBook page.
The Amherst Bee will be publishing a feature article on our guild and
the service work we do for the community.
Betty is hoping the members are working on their challenge quilts and is
open to questions and suggestions. A new block pattern (focusing on
spring) is being featured in the monthly newsletter. Community service
also published directions for their block of the month.
The newsletter has also published the dates the ballroom in BNHV is

open from 10 am to 2 pm for our subgroups to meet. Since BNHV has
reopened we will have our March meeting in the ballroom at 7pm. The
meeting will be recorded for those who cannot attend in person.
We need one or two volunteers to represent our guild in the NYS
Consortium. They will attend four meetings a year which include a
program. Please contact Betty if you are willing to serve.
Natalie’s quilt (the gift to the retiring president) will be presented to her
on Saturday. We are grateful to Sylvia Siegel, Donna Woodruff and others
who assembled the blocks and completed the quilt.
Even though we have not been able to meet as a group, Community
Service has continued their mission. Jackie delivered 40 quilts to Terrace
View Manor and Sylvia has dropped off Quilts for Courage and is willing to
pick up at your home completed quilts for children.
In our Sunshine and Shadows tribute, Joyce Morris is now a greatgrandmother.
Kim Guido has the members’ deposits for the Christmas dinner which
was canceled. She will be returning the checks and cash to the members.
Mary Ellen Cannon will continue with her blog and will continue to
organize the popular Early Bird Specials. We will put the demonstrations
on our You Tube.
The treasurer reported little financial activity but we do have a cushion
to keep operating. We currently have 86 paid memberships. All members
are being asked to check their email addresses to be sure they are receiving
the newsletter and other notices from the guild.
The meeting ended with a show and share featuring many beautiful
quilts.
Respectfully submitted, Mary Carroll, secretary

Quilt Show 2022 -

by MaryAnn Krafft

I am being optimistic and scheduled our next quilt show for April 29-May
1, 2022. One of the first orders of business is to pick a name. Anyone
have any clever ideas? You can send an email to kraffty72@yahoo.com
.

Block Of the Month -

by Betty Lerner

I thought it might be fun to have a virtual
block of the month. For the next four months, a pattern will be included in
the newsletter. The theme is Spring. Keep that in mind as you select
fabrics.
You can put 4 blocks together for a runner or wall hanging or repeat them
for a larger quilt.
In April or May send me a photo of your quilt or top (you don’t have to rush
to quilt it), and I will send you an incredibly special printed label for your
quilt. Hopefully we will all be able to share at a meeting, but you can email
( blerner628@yahoo.com) or text (716-689-6995).
Pictures will be posted on Facebook for everyone to see.
Patterns are free block patterns from https://www.tildasworld.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Leaf-BlockTEXT-FIGS.pdf

As many guild members may know, Natalie Masker has been ill with
uterine cancer and is under going treatment. In the fall, the guild collected
bright colored blocks for both Natalie and Jackie (red for Jackie) as
outgoing presidents of the guild. Jackie graciously took over when Natalie
became ill the previous year. Sylvia Siegel volunteered to sew the blocks
together and machine quilt the blocks. Donna Woodruff did the hand
sewing on the binding. On Saturday, February 22, Sylvia, Linda and Mary
Carroll delivered the quilt to Natalie. This picture was taken that day with
Jerry, Natalie’s husband in the middle of the picture.

Community Service by Jackie Groszkowski
Early in February 40 quilts were delivered to Cornerstone Manor.
That is the most we have ever donated. Had I waited a couple
more weeks it would have been over 50. Our members have been
very busy. At the Community Service meeting last week 13
more quilts were turned in, most of them for the nursing home.
Thank you to all those who donated quilts and also to those of you
who made quilt blocks. Almost 200 of them were also turned in.
Please look for the directions elsewhere in this newsletter for the
directions for this month's block. As always the Community
Service members thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

Early Bird Special

by MaryEllen Cannon

Hi Ladies, Our early bird specials will be resuming at our March guild
meeting. I think Betty L. has plans to video the demo so whether you
attend our meeting in person or virtually you’ll be able to share in the fun.
Here’s our line up so far. For March JoAnn Castiglia will be doing a demo
with her computer on how to navigate Zoom and answer your questions.
In April Sharon Militello will show us how to make bowl cozies for heating
your oatmeal (or whatever else!) in the microwave. In May Betty Lerner
will show us Nature Printing - printing on fabric with natural materials. I’m
looking for more volunteers—anyone want your 15 minutes of fame? If so
contact Mary Ellen Cannon using the info in our guild roster.

Raffle Quilt by Jackie Groszkowski
At our last meeting before Covid hit, the Quilt til You Wilt unveiled
the raffle quilt which they had been working on for months. It's
been at my house ever since and I'm just not doing it justice. It
needs to be spread out on a bed so wrinkles don't become
permanent. Is there anyone out there who has room to get the
quilt out of the bag and spread it out? This will be at least until our
quilt show in April 2022. If you have room please contact Betty
Lerner. Thanks so much.

Community Service Block of the Month

by Jackie Groszkowski

I know this block has a name but for the life of me I can't
remember what it is.
Fabrics: this is a two color block;
white

bright, tone on tone or a small print is okay
Cut: three (3) white squares 3 1/2" x 3 1/2"
three (3) white squares 4 1/2" x 4 1/2"
three (3) bright squares 4 1/2" x 4 1/2"
Sew: Put one white 4 1/2" square and one bright 4 1/2'
square right sides together. Draw a diagonal line corner to
corner. Sew 1/4" seam on each side of the drawn line. Cut on
the line. Press block open and trim square to 3 1/2" x 3
1/2". Do the same with the other 4 1/2" squares. (You will
have 6 half square triangles blocks.) Arrange the blocks
according to the picture. (Please pay attention to the
orientation of the triangles.)
As always, thank you for all your efforts.

Looking for some inspiration https://quiltalliance.org/runningstitch/
On YouTube - you can find interviews from a variety of quilters. Most of the
time they show some of their quilts and techniques
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=textile+talks

To Members and their families,
Researchers at the University at Buffalo are looking for healthy adult
volunteers to provide blood samples to evaluate two blood tests that could
help with the identification and treatment of Individuals with COVID-19.
Participants must be willing to prick their own finger and meet the following
criteria:
·

No prior COVID-19 infection or vaccination

·

No recent injury or surgery (including dental surgery)

·

No swelling (inflammation)

·

No underlying health conditions (e.g. cancer, lung disease, diabetes)

· No bleeding or clotting disorders and does not faint at the sight of
blood
Participants will also be tested for COVID using a nasal swab. Participants
will be compensated $45 for their time and transportation costs. The study
will take approximately 1 hour to complete. If interested, please call the
study team at 716-222-0561 to determine if you are eligible and to set up
your appointment.
Please feel free to share this information with anyone who might be
interested.
Thank you!
E. Brooke Lerner, PhD, FAEMS
Professor and Vice Chair for Research
Emergency Medicine
University at Buffalo
UB Gateway Building
77 Goodell St. Ste. 340
Buffalo, NY 14203
716-645-9726
lerner@buffalo.edu

Good news! The museum is reopening for small groups
and is available on the following dates:
March

3 Subgroup 10:00-2:00
18 Guild Meeting 6:00-9:00
25 Subgroup 10:00-2:00

April

7 Subgroup 10:00-2:00
15 Guild Meeting 6:00-9:00
22 Subgroup 10:00-2:00

May

5 Subgroup 10:00-2:00
20 Guild Meeting 6:00-9:00
27 Subgroup 10:00-2:00
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